6. The Invisible Man Assignment
Nancy Barros
30th October 2021
1. What are some of the ways Ellison uses symbols in the story? Consider the boxing ring, the woman with the flag across her stomach, the counterfeit coins, the electric carpet, the dead grandfather’s message in the dream at the end of the story, etc. 
On reading the story, Ellison has indeed embraced the use of symbolism in his story and all these had their own different meaning. Considering these various symbols such as boxing ring, counterfeit coins, the woman having the flag across her stomach, the message from the dead grandfather, and electric carpet and each has a representation within the life of the narrator where is made invisible or he is betrayed by people surrounding him.
In the story, the major themes are two, which are invisibility and betrayal and Ellison keeps all these symbols with his representation. Considering the electric carpet, this symbolized power which the whites have compared to that held by black people within the same society. This reinforced that back people in the society would not have earned any reward be it economically, without subjection to certain humiliation and pain by the whites. The boxing ring on the other hand demonstrated the extreme blind hatred of black people by the whites at a time when this story took place.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, the counterfeit coins symbolically represented the fake reward given to Africans to manipulate them with the aim of achieving something. The dead grandfather’s message in the dream at the end of the story also reminds the narrator of keeping up the good fight and this almost haunted him all through.
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